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Privacy matters to Government:  Enhancing performance in the state sector 

New Zealanders need to have confidence that government takes care of their personal information. A 
privacy breach in one agency erodes trust in all departments to handle information safely, in the eyes of 
the public. In response to a series of high profile privacy breaches, New Zealand created a dedicated 
role, the Government Chief Privacy Officer (GCPO), to lift privacy practice across the state sector.  

Since July 2014, Russell Burnard and his team of privacy experts have been leading the charge to 
improve privacy governance and performance. This presentation will cover highlights from the first nine 
months of operation, themes from the state sector, and what works and what doesn’t in managing 
privacy in an organisation. 

About the presenter: 
As GCPO, Russell leads an all-of-government approach to privacy and is 
responsible for four main functions: 

• providing leadership by setting the vision for privacy across
government

• building capability by providing standards, guidance, tools and
resources

• providing assurance to Ministers, the public and the GCIO, based on
self-assessment by agency chief executives

• working with the Office of the Privacy Commissioner, and citizens.

Before taking up the GCPO role, Russell was a change manager with the 
NZ Transport Agency, focused on improving rail safety. Russell has had a 
long career delivering regulatory and operational programmes in MAF, 
the Ministry of Fisheries and MfE. In 2010, he established a company that 
successfully delivered a biosecurity tagging programme for all cattle and 
deer in New Zealand. 

Seating is limited to 80, so please RSVP early to forum@privacy.org.nz. 

For more information, visit www.privacy.org.nz. 

TECHNOLOGY AND PRIVACY FORUM
Date: Monday 4 May 2015   
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