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Christchurch Earthquake (Information Sharing) Code 2011 (Temporary)

Notes
1. The code is a code of practice issued under the Privacy Act 1993. It is ‘temporary’ and it expires after 3 months (or earlier if the state of national emergency ends). 

2. The purpose of the code is to remove any concerns that emergency services and government agencies might have about sharing personal information as needed in the response and management of the Christchurch earthquake emergency. 
3. The code supplements the existing law and provides wide authority to share personal information.
4. Agencies must continue to take care to take reasonable steps in the circumstances to ensure that information is accurate before being used. 
5. The code does not change the way information is given to the news media.  
6. Similarly, the Official Information Act continues to apply where requests for information are received by public bodies. 
7. The Privacy Commissioner will keep the operation of the code under review and will consider amendments to the code or extending its duration. 
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